JOURNAL OF. ARNOLD BENNETT
in this place is so damned ugly. Gen£e danced old-fashionedly
well, amid rotten scenery. Great difficulty in getting taxis
nowadays at night. On three evenings (i) we took motor-bus,
(2) we took four-wheeler, (3) we took motor-bus.
Yesterday I wrote my Daily News article, " The Pogrom ", at
the Reform Club, lunched there, and slept there afterwards.
Very agreeable.
Tuesday, May
Sir George Eiddell sent a man and a car to conduct me to St.
Dunstan's, Regent's Park, where Arthur Pearson has established
a home for blinded soldiers. Very large place ; belongs to an
American financier named Kahn. 15 acre garden etc.
Pearson very natty, and a constant and rapid talker. Prac-
tically quite blind. He may have vague sensations of dark and
light. His wife came. He kissed her hand when she left. I
liked her. Two blind officers ; a secretary of Blind Institute,
Pearson's secretary ; the Matron, a wounded soldier, and the
Bishop of London for lunch. The last is certainly clever— for
the mot particularly. He is, perhaps excusably, deeply impressed
by the fact that he is Bishop of London, but he turns it off
always into a joke. Thus : " When I get into a car it always
breaks down. People say the Bishop of London is a Jonah " etc.
" A strange thing for the Bishop of London." Small thin sharp
face, with small trembling eyes. Ordinary Tory ideas. He told
us that every general had told him to impress upon the country
that the army was very short of ammunition ; and one general
told him he was only allowed 2 rounds a day 1 He spoke agree-
ably, with, simple well-worn forms of jokes, to the men after
lunch about his experiences at the front.
Wednesday, May igth.
Wells, Archer, and Sep1 lunched with me at the Reform.
Archer, Wells, and I arranged a scheme for an organised protest
against Yellow Pressism concerning aliens etc.
Friday, May
Yesterday I lunched and dined at the McKennas, and learnt a
lot about the crisis.   Runciman fine.   McKenna and Asquith
and others extremely hurt and pained by the crisis.   Kitchener
1 Arnold Bennett's youngest brother.
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